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In the pursuit of that task there is no better country to work in than England.
For Hebrew literature its libraries are replete with priceless treasures both in MSS.
and in early editions of printed works. All of them without exception are inva-
riably placed at the disposal of the student with the most generous courtesy.
Even in this small treatise, many a “thought”, which [ had imagined to be “lost”
for ever has suddenly from the page of a fresh MS. flashed its true and full
meaning upon me. The Bodleian Library of Oxford, and the British Muscum
of London are, and always will be, the promised land of the Hebrew scholar.

Had it not been for your kindness, I should never have gathercd of its
fruits. How far my present attempt has been successful, scholars must decide.
But its worth, whatever it may be, is due to you. For without your aid and
sympathy my literary activity would have found no outlet, and no chosen
scheme of work been realized.

As a mark of my sincere gratitude for the good fortune which has

befallen me — a fortune of which better and wiser men than [ have been
deprived — let this, my first larger attempt in the ficld of Tlebrew literature,

be herewith dedicated to you.

S. SCHECHTER.

London, October 12th 1886.
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TO

CLAUDE G. MONTEFIORE.

This book, which with a few words of preface I now place in your
hands, attempts to put forward for the first time a correct and readable text
of the ABOoTH DE RABBI NATHAN. one of the so-called “Minor Tractates™
usually printed with the Babylonian Talmud. It will not be denied that such
a work was needed. For, although the ABOTH DE RABBI NATHAN has been
frequently issued, cach new edition has only served to increase the number of
corrupt and meaningless passages.

To secure as correct and intelligible a text as possible, T have
diligently collated all the MSS. in which the tractate is either wholly or partially
contained. Two different recensions, one of which has hitherto existed only in
Manuscript, are printed in opposite columns. In the notes I have pointed out
the pzlmlle] passages to either recension. A somewhat elaborate introduction seeks
to explain the genesis of the tractate, its relation to contemporary Rabbinic
literature, and the character of the MSS. The copious notes and appendices are
intended to supply the student with helpful material towards a better under-
standing of the text.

Professor Jowett has wisely said: — “More often than we suppose, the
great sayings and doings upon the earth. ‘thoughts that breathe and words that
burn'. are lost in a sort of chaos to the apprehension of those that come after.”
The older Rabbinic literature is a striking illustration of the Professor’s dictum.
Than it there is no chaos more chaotic. To introduce a little order into this
chaos, to modify the darkness, to track out the “lost thoughts” through the
mazes of the labyrinth — this is the task which the modern Rabbinic scholar

must put before himself.




