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RABBINICAL COURT

CONCLUSION

1. We heard the testimony of international senior experts who (in the past
and) today hold roles in many areas, including: senior professors, university
lecturers, and directors of pharmaceutical company; physicians, hospital
directors, and directors of pediatric wards in various hospitals; directors of
children’s hospitals in Israel and worldwide; senior advisers and special
projects coordinators for governments and medical associations; research
professors and directors of research organizations; professors and directors
of centers for infectious diseases; leading family doctors and pediatricians
and directors of neighborhood medical clinics.

What emerged was that all the senior experts and professors are in favor of
all the usual vaccines up until the COVID-19 vaccine. They state that they
themselves took all their vaccines in the past and vaccinated everyone in
their families, including their children. Each one made himself clear that he
is in favor of all the vaccines, as stated above, and they collectively ensured
tens of thousands of patients and children were vaccinated.

2.1t is clear to all that the opinion of doctors who advise against giving the
COVID-19 vaccine to children is the opinion of conventional experts alone
who are considered in the general world of medicine to be leading veterans
and experts in their respective professional fields, including ones with
recognition on the international level. Some of them have won various
prizes from governments for their activities and successes in creating cures
and saving lives. This document does not deal with the opinions of doctors
and practitioners of the various types of alternative medicine.

3. As of today, it is clear that based on Chazal, it is very difficult to define an
expert “who is familiar with the disease”” with respect to the COVID-19
vaccine for children. (Certainly no medical activist, family doctor, or
pediatrician has the status of an expert in this area; their opinions have no
impact whatsoever on the halacha or on practice.) (See Section 4)

! Translated by Zerachya Shicker
27510 Nx o’
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@ RABBINICAL COURT

4. Even the Ministry of Health’s senior advising professors admit that the
decision to vaccinate children is “a difficult decision” since there is a certain
risk in either direction according to them. (See Section 11)

5. According to all physicians without exception, the danger of COVID-19 in
adults is not even slightly comparable to the danger of the disease in
children. In fact, with Hashem’s help, some countries and surveys are
showing zero deaths in children with the disease. (See Section 11)

6. As stated by the experts in Israel’s Ministry of Health, one of the main
reasons to vaccinate children is to prevent infection in the elderly.
According to Torah law, this is considered a remote (or very remote)
concern since it is predicated on several uncertainties and fears, and it is
difficult to determine to what extent one must worry about these
possibilities. Therefore, certainly in a situation where this concern does not
exist, e.g., for someone who lives far from older people or the at-risk
population, or if the older people themselves are vaccinated and careful to
protect themselves, this is not enough to obligate one to get the vaccine,
even according to the above rationale. (See Section 13)

7. As attested by expert professors, there are thousands of cases of side
effects not reported to the Ministry of Health in Israel; they have
documentation of this. Multiple family doctors in neighborhood clinics also
confirmed this to us. We have also seen firsthand in our families cases of
serious side effects which were definitely not reported, even after the
second and third doses for adults. These occurrences are clearly recorded in
Israel and America. (See Section 10)

8. Doctors recommending not to vaccinate children against COVID-19 fall
into three categories. One group says inaction is preferable for fear of a
potential risk to children (but not necessarily that there will be more severe
cases in children than in adults); another thinks there is a real danger to
children, greater than the risk to adults; and a third fears an irreversible
global disaster. (According to all these doctors, potential complications from
side effects may only present themselves after some time; they would not
necessarily appear right away.) (See Section 6)

9. We are not coming with all the above information to take responsibility
for giving or not giving the COVID-19 vaccine to children. Even if the
general conduct follows those in favor of giving the vaccine, one sweeping
rule certainly cannot be given for everyone; each person must consider his
specific circumstances based on expert opinions (see above, paragraph 3)
and weigh for each child all the aforementioned factors, risks, and doubts, as
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well as any other considerations. (In any event, it would seem according to
the opinion of the Chasam Sofer, that if someone were to vaccinate a child
and, chas v’shalom, it were to lead to a mishap, the person should need to
achieve atonement and perform the teshuva process like a murderer. He
cannot claim “I went with the opinion of the experts who say it is a life-
preserving substance, not a deadly poison.” [See Section 18])

10. All the above is accurate as of Cheshvan 5782.°> Being that many new
studies are constantly coming out on both sides from various researchers
and medical scientists throughout the world, it is very possible they will
analyze this anew from one angle or another.

Harav Avrohom Yechial Deutsch - Av Beit Din

Dean of the Ksav Sofer Research Institute

Harav Efrayim Landy - payan Harav Shlomo Zev Carlebach - payan
Av Beit Din of “Ushfat'tem Tzedek” Member of the Federation of Dayanim for
Ramot, Yerushalayim American Emigrants in Israel
Rav of Kehillas Aderes Eliyahu, Givat Zev Dean of the Rav Moshe Soloveitchik
Beis Medrash 'Hora’ah,
Member of the Maale Adumim Beit Din Yerushalayim

3 Roughly equivalent with October 2021
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