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When CDs were released, they were advertised as "indestructible." No one will believe that any
more. While you can buy commercial CD repair kits to fix these fragile objects, it turns out there's
an easier way. Squeeze that tube of toothpaste and let's get started.
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Part One of Two:
Getting Started

1 Check both sides for damage. A CD stores information just beneath the label. A scratch
that tears through the label usually destroys the CD permanently. Fortunately, scratches
are more common on the reflected side, and that's where toothpaste comes in handy. The

laser that reads the CD needs to bounce evenly off the smooth, reflective surface.l'!
Toothpaste is just abrasive enough to wear down scratched areas to a smoother surface.


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cn8DWf-ZrW461N8fUgAeh7pXAAtegofJS-JSlgKYGwI23ARABIJi_jwVg-QKgAe284d0DyAEBqAMByAObBKoEugFP0EhmSNMpHncU3tB4rNAAM4SwwgBquypRD7WLVtcJ9T9DGec3U4UfWTz0GSN6Skh-YutIaxKcduaqMuWoz3TQY3MvVAYTXB-f6xR8jV00_NPFMzshjF0axvjI2EhBHaVkTuaRmODYIAPnHUJVaVQWYj6ngPvgCcVw7Rv9oFi0Q5vtXPZGq5iLjKdM38O2khc4UtJ6BkhMXR_nyGqNjIv-s40qkzdUqo1uj4XshvWGyqPdn-c0v6-qvvvABMCMs4bPAYgFxfWt2AOgBhqwBgHYBgKAB6vLyHWoB47OG6gH1ckbqAehAagHrcobqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4bqAeYzhvYBwH6Bxdjb20uYXVkaWJsZS5hcHBsaWNhdGlvbpgIAaAIyBKwCAK4CAHSCAcIgGEQARgCsQnxD_nutqYbI4AKAdgTDIIUDxoNbS53aWtpaG93LmNvbQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_1E0pq-aXw6YQP_uw_pswT7o8zTdA&client=ca-pub-9543332082073187&adurl=market://details%3Fid%3Dcom.audible.application%26referrer%3Dcampaigntype%253Da%2526network%253Dd%2526campaignid%253D990608069%2526loc_physical_ms%253D2376
https://m.wikihow.com/Main-Page

use without causing damage.
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Wash the CD with a damp, lint-free cloth. Even if you can't see them, tiny flecks of dust

on the CD could gouge out new scratches when rubbed with the toothpaste. To prevent
this, hold the disc under cool, running water and rub it with a lint-free cloth such as cotton or
microfiber. Always rub directly from the center to the edge, never in small, circular motions or
along the circular pathways. Only wash the reflective side of the disc.

 |f the CD is very dusty, gently spray it with canned air first.
 |f the CD is visibly greasy, use rubbing alcohol or a CD cleaning solution instead of water.
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3 Choose your toothpaste. Only an actual "paste” will work, not a gel.[z] If convenient,
choose a "whitening" or "tartar control" toothpaste. These tend to be more abrasive,
which will help polish the CD.
e You might be able to look up your toothpaste brand online to find the "RDA," a measure of
abrasiveness.B! A high RDA toothpaste usually makes a smoother surface, although that's

not always true.[
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Polishing the CD with 1oothpaste

Squirt the toothpaste onto a lint-free cloth. As before, a clean rag made from cotton or
microfiber is ideal. You can use a cotton swab instead.
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