MY SECRET WORLD OF IDIOM

BY James G. Thurber

Analysis

An idiom is a group of words with a meaning that isn't obvious through the knowledge of the individual words, but must be learnt as a whole.

In this essay, James Thurber tells us how idioms created a surrealistic world for him in the midst of his ordinary life when he was a child,.

He was taken back in time when he went looking for a new house and heard the expression "skeleton". He was again five years old, misinterpreting idioms, since he relied on their literal meaning. He visualized imaginary scenes filling up the gaps with his own imagination. He sensed that trying to share it with his parents or looking for explanations would be wrong so he kept this wonderful, enchanted, fantastic world to himself (My Secret...") 

 Finally, due to his cousin Frances, his surrealistic world dissolved: The little child grew up.

Biography of James Grover Thurber 

	
James Grover Thurber was born in 1894. He grew up in Columbus, Ohio. He began his career as a reporter for the Columbus Evening Dispatch. After working at the American Embassy in Paris from 1918-1920, he turned to journalism, and in 1927 was appointed to the staff of the well-known magazine The New Yorker . Most of his articles were published there. He gained his fame while working there.  

In addition to being a writer of short stories and articles, Thurber was a well-known cartoonist and humorist who loved words and their strange transformations. All his works show the same mixture of humor and fantasy. One of his favorite subjects was the relationship between men and women. His own opinion is shown very clearly in his cartoons, essays and short stories - wher his men are usually small, weak and frightened, while his women are large, strong and dominating. This may explain why Thurber often claimed that a man's true friend is his dog!  

His most famous story is "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty". Many of his cartoons and writings are now classics and Thurber's humor has influenced many of the best cartoonists today.

In later life, Thurber became increasingly blind. He died in 1961.

To read some of James Thurber quotes, click here.


IDIOMS- LITERALLY AND FIGURATIVELY

	THE IDIOM
	LITERAL MEANING
	FIGURATIVE MEANING
	CIRCUMSTANCES
	THE EFFECT ON THE CHILD

	Skeleton
	The bony framework of a body
	A key that opens any door
	When he went to a real estate agency to look for a house.
	Puzzlement and horror

	To be tied up
	To be tied to a chair with ropes
	To be busy
	Everyday, around 5 p.m.
	Confusion and curiosity

	Leaving town under a cloud
	Walking with a cloud following above or being wrapped in a cloud
	Leaving town after being suspected of having done something wrong
	        ____________
	He liked to think about it before going to sleep- 

“a sure soporific” 

	To be cut up
	Being cut to pieces
	To be terribly upset
	After Mrs. Huston’s daughter’s death
	He imagined a horrifying scene, which haunted his dreams

	To be all ears
	A creature made of ears only
	To listen attentively
	When his parents were talking about Mrs. Johnson and Betty
	He was scared of the “grotesque creature” that haunted his meditations

	To be up in the air
	A person floating in the air
	To be excited
	       ___________
	It created his secret, surrealistic world

	To be unable to put one’s foot down
	A person standing on one foot
	To be indecisive
	      ____________
	                -“-

	Losing one’s head
	A person without his head on
	Losing control
	When a house caught fire
	Puzzlement

	A soiled dove
	A dirty pigeon
	Not innocent
	About a young lady
	              -“-

	To cry one’s heart out
	Crying so hard that the heart would leave the body
	Crying bitterly
	When the cook described cousin Frances’ state
	First, curiosity; then, the understanding of idioms 


 

