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Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

August 30, 2024

The Honorable Antony Blinken
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary,

We write to follow up with you regarding the letter of June 13, 2024, from the signatories below,
which conveyed our concerns with the proposed road construction by the Israeli Civil
Administration through the Palestinian village of Wadi Foquin. We requested the U.S. Embassy
to send a representative to the hearing, now scheduled for September 11, 2024, to personally
convey our opposition to the Israeli Civil Administration’s proposal.

Since our initial letter to you, we have been made aware of possible evidence of additional
expansion of the neighboring illegal Israeli settlement of Betar Illit (enclosed). In an October
2021 letter to Acting Assistant Secretary Yael Lempert, Members of Congress raised concerns
about this same settlement contaminating agricultural fields in Wadi Foquin by sewage runoff
that had severe economic and ecological impacts on the lives of the Palestinian residents in Wadi
Foquin.

We urge the State Department to strongly communicate our concerns to the Israeli Government
regarding settlement expansion, demolitions and property seizures, and the construction on
proposed Highway 3742. This pattern of behavior has been used throughout the West Bank to
drive Palestinians off their land and expand Israeli settlements. We have grave concerns about
the Government of Israel’s ongoing violations of U.S. policy and international law regarding
illegal settlement expansion and the consequences it will have on long-term peace and security
for Israelis and Palestinians.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your response.
Sincerely,

(b fe Bobain Jer

Peter Welch Barbara Lee
United States Senator Member of Congress




Congress of the United States

gmowu Castro

Washington, BE 20515

ogfjuin Castro
Member of Congress
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James P. McGovern
Member of Congress
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Brian Schatz
United States Senator

Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator
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@Schakowsky dJ
ember of Congress

ark Pocan’
Member of Congress
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Bernard Sanders
United States Senator



Congress of the WAnited States
Washinaton, D 20515

July 25, 2023

Barbara Leaf

Assistant Secretary

Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs
Department of State

U.S. Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Assistant Secretary Leaf,

We write to you regarding the Palestinian village of Wadi Foquin located in the Bethlehem District of
the West Bank. The residents of Wadi Foquin face the potential loss of land and economic suffering due to the
policy decisions and actions of the Government of Israel. These include: a road construction project opposed by
Wadi Foquin residents; contamination of agricultural land with untreated urban effluent runoff from nearby
Israeli communities; and demolitions and land seizures of residents’ property.

A number of House Members, led by Congresswoman Lee, previously wrote to the State Department
regarding these issues in October of 2021 following demolitions that took place in June of that year. A few
days after that letter was sent, demolition orders were received by five farmers for properties including homes,
water cisterns, compost facilities, and storage buildings in different areas of the village.

Since that letter Israeli authorities have taken a number of further actions against the village. On March
22,2022 a bulldozer uprooted 30 olive trees belonging to an agricultural family. On May 17, 2022, new
confiscation orders were issued claiming land for the State of Israel on 50 dunams or approximately 12 acres in
Wadi Foquin. On December 21, 2022, Israeli bulldozers uprooted trees, crops, as well as demolished
agricultural facilities on 15 acres belonging to one farm family in the north border of the village. On December
28,2022, land seizure orders were issued for 84 dunams of land which runs along the route of the proposed road
towards the village of Al-Jaba’a to the south of Wadi Foquin. This land has been designated for the
construction of a military road along the same corridor.

The implementation of these land seizure orders, following a series of actions by the Israeli government
over the past 18 months, would lead to the seizure and demolition of properties in Wadi Foquin, and essentially
reduce the footprint of usable land while squeezing the village from the east and west.

Further, these actions demonstrate lack of respect for the property and dignity of the people of Wadi
Foquin, impede the potential to maintain peaceful relations, and threaten the very existence of the village.
Finally, these actions are antithetical to U.S. policy, which regards the expansion of settlements and their
infrastructure as a significant obstacle to securing a two-state solution.

We urge the State Department to strongly communicate our concerns to the Israeli government and call
for an immediate halt to all demolitions and property seizures in Wadi Foquin, including halting any planning or
construction on proposed Highway 3742, military roads, and sewage infrastructure. We are aware that State
Department personnel in Jerusalem are in touch with village leadership and we encourage their continued
engagement in reporting concerns from the ground to your office.
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Barbara Lee
Member of Congress
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Lloyd boggett
Member of Congress
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Mark Pocan —~—

Member of Congress
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Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress
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Raul M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Sincerely,

Page 2

e G5 =

J%ls G. "Chuy" Garcia
Member of Congress

v
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Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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James P. McGovern
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress ember ongress




Congress of the Wnited States
Washington, DC 20515

October 8§, 2021

Yael Lempert

Acting Assistant Secretary
Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs
Department of State

U.S. Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Ms. Lempert:

We write to bring to your attention to a pressing situation involving the Palestinian
village of Wadi Foquin in the West Bank. Wadi Foquin is an agricultural village with a
population of approximately 1,300 residents located in the Bethlehem District between the 1949
Armistice (Green) Line and the Israeli settlement of Bitar Illit.

It has been brought to our attention that the Israeli government may confiscate farmland
in Wadi Foquin to construct a road that could cut through the eastern portion of the village. If
such a road is constructed, it could isolate Wadi Foquin from Bethlehem, where the village’s
produce is marketed, as well as potentially restrict movement from or to Wadi Foquin and other
Palestinian villages. Such a development would have severe social, economic, and ecological
impacts on the lives of the Palestinian residents in Wadi Foquin.

It is also our understanding that for the past several years, agricultural fields surrounding
Wadi Foquin have been regularly contaminated by sewage runoff from nearby Israeli settlements
threatening the livelihoods of the village’s Palestinian farmers. Local residents have expressed
concern that this is part of an organized campaign of harassment and intimidation. We
understand discussions are underway to try and resolve the sewage contamination problem and
provide compensation to affected Palestinian residents.

We urge the State Department to support any such discussions that recognize the rights
and claims of the Palestinian residents. We also request your assistance in working with the
Israeli government to ensure that farmland is not confiscated in Wadi Foquin for the building of
a road that would isolate part of the village and have detrimental impacts on the lives and
livelihoods of the Palestinian residents.

The United States has traditionally played a constructive role as mediator and promoter
of dialogue and reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians. That is why we urge you as part
of the Biden administration’s commitment to making real improvements in the lives of the
Palestinian people to include the village of Wadi Foquin in such efforts. We would further
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encourage U.S. State Department personnel to visit Wadi Foquin to directly observe the situation
in order to help inform U.S. government efforts.

We appreciate your attention to this matter and look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

/s
Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

/s
Peter Welch
Member of Congress

/s
James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

/s
Marie Newman
Member of Congress

/s
Katherine M. Clark
Member of Congress

/s
Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

/s
Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

David E. Price
Member of Congress

/s
Jackie Speier
Member of Congress

/s
John A. Yarmuth
Member of Congress

/s
Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

/s
Anna G. Eshoo
Member of Congress

/s
Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

/s
Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

/s
Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress



/s
Jerry McNerney
Member of Congress

/s
Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

/s
Eddie Bernice Johnson
Member of Congress
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/s
Jesus G. “Chuy” Garcia
Member of Congress

/s
Judy Chu
Member of Congress

/s
Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress



