SIX: HOW TO ACQUIRE VIGILANCE

the lighter offenses in His judgments, or
keep account of them. Rather, the prin-
ciple is: “Whoever says the Holy One,
blessed be He, is lax [in the execution of
justice], let his entrails come loose.”®* Our
Sages also said: “If the Evil Yetzer says to
you, ‘Sin, and the Holy One, blessed be He,
will forgive you,” do not listen to it” (Ha-
gigah 16a).%

This is straightforward and clear; for
the Lord is a God of truth,% which is the
sense of what Moshe our master, peace be
on him, said: “The Rock! His work is per-
fect, for all His ways are justice; {a God of
truth and without iniquity, just and right is
He}” (Devarim 32:4). Since the Holy One,
blessed be He, desires justice, overlooking
merit is as much a trangression of justice as
is overlooking liability.®> Therefore if it is
justice that He desires, He must repay ev-
ery man according to his ways and the fruit
of his deeds® with the utmost exactitude,
whether for good or for bad.®” This is the
sense of, “A God of truth without iniquity,
just and right is He” (ibid.). Our Sages, may
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their memory be blessed, took this [doubling] to mean: “To the righteous as well as to
the wicked.”® For such is surely the right measure. He judges all things, punishes every

sin; there is no escape.

@I NOTES & COMMENTS 5%

62. The translation of *mym pane (“let his en-
trails come loose”) follows Korban haEdah to
Yerushalmi Ta’anit 2:1. Bereishit Rabba 67:4,
Yerushalmi Betza 3:9 (62b) and Yerushalmi She-
kalim 5:2 (48d) read: npn *33 pannne (or: smyn).
CI. Esther Rabba 7:25. Bavli Baba Kamma 50a
reads: 1 pannn (referring to the man’s life).
Cf. Dikdukei Soferim, Baba Kamma, ad loc.,
note . It has been suggested that the correct
reading ought to be panam, the verb being an3,

to tear, to cut, to dissect.

63. Our text in Hagigah reads: in8n 28, “believe
not.”

64. Cf. Tehillim 31:6.

65. Failing to punish the guilty (overlooking
liability) is the same as not acquitting the in-
nocent (overlooking merit); both are violations
of justice.

66. Cf. Yirmiyahu 17:10; ibid., 32:19.

67. See Derekh Hashem, 111, 3:4.
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The Hakham said:

On the face of it, the dictum you have just
cited is problematic. For how can the Holy
One, blessed be He, give a single punish-
ment for both light and grave offenses?
This goes against reason and the teaching
of the Sages themselves: “[Retribution] is
meted out to a man with the very same
measure he used [in his deeds]” (Sotah 1:7,
8b).” I would like to hear how you explain
that.

The Hasid said:

The dictum clearly doesn’t mean that the
punishment for both [light and severe of-
fenses] is the same.®® The idea is rather
that when one’s deeds are weighed, his
light offenses go onto the scales just as
his weighty ones do. For the weighty sins
do not eclipse the light ones; the Judge
will by no means ignore them, just as He
will not ignore the weighty ones. Rather,
he will pay equal attention and regard to
all of them, judging each, and then pun-
ishing each according to its nature. This
is what King Shelomo, peace be on him,
means by saying: “Because God will bring
every deed into judgment, {including
every hidden thing, whether it is good
or evil}” (Kohelet 12:14). For just as the
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Holy One (blessed be He) does not refrain from rewarding every good deed, no mat-

ter how small, so He does not refrain from judging and meting out punishment for ev-
ery bad deed, no matter how small. [The aim of the verse is] to disabuse those who
would like to be seduced into thinking that the Master (blessed be He) does not reckon

@J NOTES & COMMENTS 5%

59. According to the Hakham, the principle of
“measure for measure” teaches that the pun-
ishment is not only similar to the crime in its
mode (e.g., punishment in water for a crime
committed with water), but must also be com-
mensurate in severity with the crime. For a

source that supports this interpretation, see De-
varim Rabba 11:9.

60. SP adds here: “For the Holy One, blessed be
He, always recompenses measure for measure.”
61. Literally, “would not cause the light ones to
be forgotten.”
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